). Radiologic studies of the affected limb showed hypoplasia of the fibula, tibia, tarsal, metatarsal, and phalangeal bones.
INTRODUCTION
CHILD syndrome is a rare X-linked dominant disease, of which about 100 cases have been reported. 1 The term CHILD is an acronym for Congenital Hemidysplasia, Ichthyosiform erythroderma, and Limb Defects. Empirical therapies (keratolytics, emollients, corticosteroids, or cryotherapy) give poor results, as do systemic therapies such as oral retinoids and methotrexate. 4 Surgical procedures such as dermabrasion or skin grafts can be tried.
5
A pathogenesis-based therapy aiming at the disrupted cholesterol metabolism has been recently described with effective results. 6 Topical application of cholesterol in combination with a Thus, the replacement of cholesterol alone is not effective without the blockade of metabolite production, as has been observed. 6 Nonetheless, association of cholesterol with lovastatin resulted in improvement. Other authors used 2% simvastatin instead of lovastatin. 9 Animal studies have shown that transdermal application of lovastatin results in higher serum concentrations than those observed with oral administration, suggesting that the best route of administration for these drugs is transdermal. 10 Further research on lipid metabolism of the skin might lead to more effective treatments of CHILD syndrome and other keratinization disorders. q Elaboration and writing of the manuscript; Effective participation in research orientation; Intellectual participation in propaedeutic and/or therapeutic conduct of the cases studied
